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Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honor  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
1909  together  with  the  various  schedules  relative  to  vital  statistics. 

The  birth-rate  is  above  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years,  but 
the  number  of  births  is  only  205,  as  compared  with  220  in  1886 
when  the  population  was  much  smaller  than  it  now  is. 

The  infantile  death-rate  is  lower  than  the  average  for  the  last 
ten  years ; in  connection  with  this  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  not  a 
single  death  occurred  from  Diarrhoea.  I do  not  recollect  any  year 
during  my  term  of  office — 25  years — when  the  absence  of  diarrhoeal 
disease  has  been  so  marked  as  it  was  in  the  third  quarter  of  the 
year  under  review.  There  were  no  deaths  from  any  of  the 
zymotic  diseases. 

The  general  death-rate  both  total  and  net,  is  lower  than  the 
average  of  the  last  ten  years.  In  Hatfield,  the  number  of  deaths 
is  slightly  below,  in  North  Mimms  it  is  slightly  above,  in  Northaw 
it  is  equal  to,  and  in  Essendon  it  is  below  the  average. 

There  were  in  all  seven  deaths  registered  as  being  caused  by 
Diphtheria — one  a patient  belonging  to  North  Mimms,  and  six 
patients  belonging  to  Hatfield.  Two  deaths  occurred  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 
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Epidemiology. — In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  Northaw 
Diphtheria  Epidemic  which  I noticed  in  my  last  annual  report, 
ceased,  only  two  cases  being  reported.  A case  of  Diphtheria  was 
notified  in  Hatfield  in  March,  three  in  May,  one  in  October,  five  in 
November,  and  ten  in  December — and  in  addition,  one  child  died, 
undoubtedly  of  Diphtheria  without  a Doctor’s  intervention. 

As  is  usual  when  Diphtheria  is  prevalent  Sore  Throats  have 
been  very  frequent,  of  varying  degrees  of  severity.  Such  a condi- 
tion of  affairs  is  connected  with  climatic  conditions,  and  is  therefore 
not  very  easily  controlled  by  the  efforts  of  a Sanitary  Authority. 
The  conditions  predisposing  to  an  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  are  general 
and  widely  spread.  They  are  conditions  connected  with  the  upper 
respiratory  passages,  and  until  the  practitioners  of  medicine  are 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  fact  that  every  sore  throat,  however 
mild  in  character,  may  be  the  precursor  of  Diphtheria  either  in  the 
person  possessing  it,  or  in  persons  brought  into  close  contact  with 
it,  there  appears  little  chance  of  an  absence  of  Diphtheria  when 
climatic  conditions  are  favourable  for  its  appearance.  The  preven- 
tion of  these  epidemics  is,  in  a very  considerable  degree,  in  the 
hands  of  practitioners  in  actual  attendance  upon  the  sick. 

I have  already  written  more  than  one  report  in  connection 
with  this  outbreak,  and  I propose  to  reserve  any  further  observa- 
tions which  1 intend  to  make,  for  a final  report,  when  the  epidemic 
has  ceased. 

In  the  meantime  I must  thank  you  for  the  whole-hearted 
support  which  you  have  given  to  me,  and  express  a regret  that  the 
original  measures  which  you  decided  to  adopt  were  overthrown. 
I mean  the  measures  which  you  decided  to  take  with  reference  to 
the  disinfection  of  the  children’s  throats  at  the  Schools. 

I regret  it,  because  after  many  years  of  experience  in  connec- 
tion with  the  disease,  I still  firmly  believe  that  efficient  throat 
disinfection  of  children,  during  a sore  throat  period  is  the  proper 
method  of  procedure  in  rural  districts  such  as  yours. 

Concurrently  with  this  epidemic,  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  rife — 
no  less  than  23  cases  having  been  reported  as  occurring  in  Hatfield. 
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This  disease  has  been  of  a very  mild  character,  and  I have  little 
doubt  that  not  a few  cases  have  remained  undetected.  In  Essendon 
Measles  was  very  prevalent,  and  School  closure  became  necessary 
in  September  for  some  weeks. 

Water  Supply. — There  has  been  no  alteration. 

Sewerage. — Progress  is  made  in  connection  with  this  subject, 
both  at  Hatfield  and  Little  Heath,  but  no  final  decisions  have  been 
reached. 

Removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse. — The  Contractors  have 
coped  with  their  duties  satisfactorily. 

There  has  been  no  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  in  the 
District  to  my  knowledge. 

There  has  been  sufficient  inspection  by  your  officers  of  lodging- 
houses,  slaughter-houses,  dairies,  cowsheds,  bakeries,  factories  and 
workshops,  and  there  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on.  The 
report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  will  give  the  details  of  the  number 
of  inspections  made. 

Housing. — I have  nothing  to  add  to  my  remarks  in  my  last 
Annual  Report  beyond  the  fact  that  there  have  been  valuable 
additions  to  cottage  accommodation. 

Cleanliness  in  the  house  as  well  as  of  the  person,  is  a factor 
relating  to  health  which  requires  attention,  and  perhaps  does  not 
always  meet  with  the  recognition  which  it  deserves.  I shall 
however  refer  to  this  further  in  connection  with  my  final  report  on 
Diphtheria  in  Hatfield. 

In  conclusion,  I must  thank  you  for  the  support  which  you  have 
given  me,  and  the  courtesy  which  you  have  extended  to  me. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

LOVELL  DRAGE,  M.D.  (Oxon), 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Hatfield  Sanitary  Authority. 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces 
and  Homework. 


1 INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

2 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

22 

Workplaces 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

Total 

24 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

3 

3 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 

Other  Nuisances 

Sanitary  1 
Accom- 

(insufficient 

unsuitable  or  defective 

modation  j 

1 

l not  separate  for  sexes 

Total 

3 

3 

Workshops  on  the  Register  ...  24 
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Table  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909 
and  Previous  Years. 

Name  of  District  - - - HATFIELD  RURAL. 
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*Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  23,386. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  at  Census  of  1901,  7,551. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  ditto,  1,582. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  ditto,  4*7. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the 
District:  Hertford  and  Ware  Infectious  Hospital,  Potter’s  Bar  Cottage  Hospital, 
County  Hospital,  Hertford,  and  Herts  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  Hill  End. 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  within  the  District. 


Table  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1909  and  Previous  Years. 
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Isolation  Hospital  ■ ■ HERTFORD  AND  WARE  INFECTIOUS  HOSPITAL. 

Total  available  Beds  ...  8 Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  ...  2. 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1909. 
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TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1909. 

Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  one  Year  of  Age. 


11 


Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

<N  Tf  NH  CO  CO 

•sqtuoui  Zl'll 

• i i : : ; 

- 

•sqiuotu  n-01 

: : : : 

- 

•sqtuoiu  01-6 

•sqtuotu  6 8 

•sipuotu  S'L 

: : : : : : 

- 

•sqfuotu  £-9 

•sq;uoui  9-g 

•sqjuoui  g-f? 

*sq}uoui  f-£ 

— 

•sqjuoiu  £-z 

•sqiuouj  Z'\ 

: : 

<N 

•qtuoui 
l aapun  ]Hiox 

1-1  ^ : in  : *—  : co 

•sqaaAV  f-£ 

- : : : : : 

!N 

•sqaaM  £-z 

: : : : : : 

(N 

•sqaaM  z i 

: : : ^ ^ ^ 

CO 

•JJ33A\  \ aapuQ 

: tt  : : : : : : 

-ef 

! | ; 
CO  C • 
W (J 

if 

j .to  a3 

e|  S 

os  e 
oc  u 
◄ 


CQ  -8 
cu  Q 

5 £ 

£ §- 
£ i 
Cu  <C 


: d 

CO 

i «! 

S'§° 

CO  CO 

<<  c 3 
W 5 O 
2^3 

O CO  2 

sll 

O 3l 
J 

s-  &■ 

O W cj 
X>  Si  _e 

3 


W 


HO 


CO  CO  o 

s §-s  I 

Sp  S 

^ > c 
05  § ga 
guOQO 

H 

o 


CO 

o 

<N 


3 2 

s.§ 


W5 
4>  . 

J : 


12 


Summary  of  work  done  through  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  Rural 
Sanitary  District  of  Hatfield  during  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1909. 


NUISANCES:— 


Total  number 
for  Year. 


Result  of  Inspection,  &c. 


1.  Complaints  received  ...  62 

2.  Nuisances  detected 

without  complaint  ...  50 

3.  Nuisances  abated  ...  112 

4.  Notices  served 5 

5.  Summonses  taken  out 

6.  Convictions  


Hatfield,  North  Minims,  Essen- 
don. 

Hatfield. 


INSPECTIONS:— 

7.  Cottages  inspected 

8.  Lodging-houses  in- 
spected   

9.  Slaughter-houses  in- 
spected   

10.  Bakehouses  inspected  8 

11.  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

inspected 16 

12.  Cowsheds  inspected  ...  15 

13.  Workshops  inspected...  21 


160  Hatfield,  North  Mimms,  Nor- 
thaw,  Essendon. 

Kept  in  good  order. 

All  kept  clean. 

jy  ir 

» >» 


IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED:— 

I.  HOUSES— 

14.  Filthy  houses  cleansed, 

sec.  46  Public  Health 
Act,  1875  23 

15.  Houses  disinfected  ...  23 

15a. Compensation  paid  for 

destruction  of  infected 
bedding  

16.  Overcrowding  abated  1 

17.  Houses  placed  in  habi- 
table repair 6 

18.  Houses  closed 


Hatfield,  North  Mimms,  Nor- 
thaw,  Essendon. 

Hatfield, North  Mimms, Northaw. 


II.  WATER- 

19.  Houses  erected  or  re- 

built for  which  “Certi- 
ficates” were  applied  23 

20.  “ Certificates  ” granted  23 

21.  ,,  deferred 

22.  Wells  sunk  or  im- 

proved supplies-  of 
water  afforded  ...  4 

23.  Wells  cleansed  or  re- 
paired   7 

24.  Wells  closed  2 


Improved  supply. 


New  Town,  Hatfield, 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Summary — Continued. 


Total  number 
for  Year. 


Result  of  Inspection,  &c. 


25.  Houses  connected  with 

water  mains  

26.  Cisterns  cleansed,  re- 
paired, or  covered 

27.  Samples  of  water  taken 

for  analysis  


Several  connected. 
2 Covers  repaired. 

2 


III.  SEWERS— 

28.  Houses  connected  with 

sewers  

29.  Earth,  pail,  or  im- 

proved Privies  con- 
structed or  existing 
Privies  altered 

30.  Privies  and  w.c.’s  re- 

paired; w.c.’s  supplied 
with  water  


6 Hatfield. 

5 Repaired  and  Improved. 
9 


IV.  FOOD- 

31.  Seizure  of  unsound 

meat,  &c 

V.  VARIOUS— 

32.  Animals  improperly 

kept,  removed 4 Fowls,  &c. 


H.  T.  SIDWELL,  F.I.S.E.,  Mem.  C.M.E.S.,  M.I.Mun.E., 
District  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 


Ralph  Humphry,  Printer,  Hatfield. 


